Department of Geography

Shahid Matangini Hazra Government College for Women
Affiliated to Vidyasagar University
Chakshrikrishnapur, Kulberia, P.O.: Kulberia, Dist: Purba Medinipur, PIN: 721649

GEOGRAPHY FIELD REPORT
2019-20

Introduction: Geography is both a spatial and temporal science and it studies the bond between nature and
environment, its distribution over space and evolution through time. Thus, geographers have taken a major role
in assessing natural disasters like flood, cyclone, droughts and its impact in the society. Later the aspects of man-
made disasters or social disasters like poverty, crime, social inequality are included giving the dynamicity to the
discipline. The management approaches have also undergone modifications based on perceptions over time like
it has changed from the disaster reduction to disaster preparedness when it was understood that natural
disasters are unavoidable. Undoubtedly, more concerns with the intersection of socio-economic, physical and
technological and political/legal systems and more sharing areas of interest, knowledge and methods with many
other fields of study, will make geography more powerful in the aspects of disaster prevention and management.

Curriculum: U.G. B.Sc. 6™ Semester Geography CBCS Honours (Paper C14P- Project Report on Disaster
Management) under Vidyasagar University

Title of the Report: ‘Ghatal Flood 2017: An Assessment’

Place Visited: Ghatal Town, Paschim Medinipur District, West Bengal
Field Duration: 02-03-20

No. of Student Participant: 17 (Seventeen)

Supervisor: Nabendu Sekhar Kar, Assistant Professor of Geography
Objectives:

a. To identify the causes and impacts of 2017 flood in Ghatal Town.
b. To suggest probable management measures to reduce the impacts of this flood prone area of W.B. .

Findings:

Ghatal is one of the most flood prone areas of lower Bengal, located at the confluence of Shilabati and Darkeswar
rivers flowing downslopes from Chhotanagpur plateau and reaching the plains. It is found that the low basin like
topography and conspicuous drainage system is primary responsible for recurring flood occurrences in Ghatal
and surroundings. To prevent the floods and earn more agricultural revenue embankments were placed along
the Shilabati, restricting its lateral shift over its flood plain caused siltation of the channel and overflow during
storm events. To lower or mitigate the flood impacts removal or modification of the existing embankment
system and change in land use are necessary.
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